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 During our recent 
teacher's Edifide convention I 
heard  a quote that caught my 
attention.  The more I thought 
about that statement  the more 
relevant it became to me 
personally. It also seemed  clear 
to me that it could be applied to  
everyone's life, and even  to that 
of Thunder Bay Christian School. 
The statement that I found very 
intriguing  is that God is not a 
god of nostalgia or utopia, He is 
a 'God with us', in the here and 
now.  
 People are generally very 
nostalgic. We like to look back at 
all of the past photos of our 
children, our families, and our 
vacations; we like to think back 
to all the good times we had. We 
sometimes focus on  the way 
things were and  think that if we 
could only go back everything 
would be so much better. I am 
not saying we shouldn't 
reminisce, but nostalgia can 
sometimes lead to feelings of 
discontent when the present 

does not look as good as the 
past. 
 Utopia is a community 
possessing highly desirable or 
near perfect qualities.  
Sometimes we think everything 
is perfect, or we try to make 
everything  perfect, in our 
homes, our jobs, our churches, 
or our own lives. Unfortunately,  
we too often try to be 'perfect' 
on our own and we are never 
quite successful in achieving that 
goal. In spite of all our 
imperfections God still loves us 
and is ready to forgive us 
whenever we ask. 
 The last part of the 
statement is that God is with us 
in the here and now. This is a 
very powerful  statement which 
is really a promise that we need 
to cling to daily. We want things 
to be the way that they used to 
be, or we want things to be 
perfect, but because we are 
human there will always be 
stumbles and failures.  It is 
important to remember  that 
even in the midst of these 

failures God's story in each of 
our lives, and the story of 
Thunder Bay Christian School, is 
being written. We need to be 
ready and willing to put our faith 
and trust in God that His story 
will be a far better story than we 
could ever write. As it tells us in 
Matthew 6:34, "Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of 
its own." I would add here that 
we shouldn't worry about 
yesterday either for the same 
reason. 
  God wants to be a  part 
of that story that is being written 
each and every day. We each 
have a part to play in that story, 
and it is important that as we 
participate in that story we keep 
our eyes fixed on Jesus 
(Hebrews 12:2) and we press on 
toward the goal to win the prize 
(Philippians 3: 14). Let's get 
ready and see what God has 
planned for all of us in the here 
and now!   
      Submitted by Peter Himanen 
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Our Mission: 
To serve God and assist Christian families by: 

• providing a quality, Christ-centered education within a loving environment, 
• exploring and evaluating all of life under God, 
• nurturing students in the development of their abilities, 
• encouraging a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
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Team Leader of Student Life 

Throughout the fall, the students and staff have been able to 
participate in a number of opportunities to "get out of the 
boat" and strengthen their faith and leadership abilities.  

Our boat has been filling up with many hotel 
shampoo/condition/body wash or other sample or travel size 
necessities. Thanks so much for all the donations that have 
come in thus far. Feel free to send in any more that you 
have or receive! They will be used in a service project in the 
new year.  

A Prayer Force has been set up to encourage and allow the 
Saviour to work in the lives of all our staff. (Phillipians 4:6-7) 

On a stewardly note, please continue to send in your can tab tops as well as any empty ink cartridges or 
toners to the front of the school. We have already filled the tab top container once! How soon before we fill 
it again? 

Fun Day has come and gone again for another year. I’m sure that 
alumni as well as the students presently attending the school have fond 
memories of this afternoon. Friendships are made, smiles are shared, 
teamwork is demonstrated and our Grade 8’s are using their gifts and 
talents as leaders. What a great way to kick off our school year! 
  

Fun Day 

Everyone loves jello, right?  
“Open wide Morgan and Abby!” 
 

Joanna and Faryn all dolled up 
by their teammates 

Fishing for snacks with 
an edible fishing pole. 

What a fantastic day as we dressed up 
in our camouflauge or fancy dresses, 
sipped on Si’s sweet tea, made duck 
calls and prayed together in our teams. 
Thanks everyone for all the 
enthusiasm and energy you have put 
forth into getting out of your individual 
boats and stepping out into those 

unknown waters.      

Duck Dynasty Day 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Patricia Kaemingh 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Cross Country Team 
Our teams 
participated  and did 
a wonderful job 
representing TBCS 
at the Lakehead 
University Fall Run. 
This race had 247 
runners ranging 
from Grade 4-8 with 
teams coming as far 
as Red Lake and 
Dryden to 
participate. 

Many more students 
spent their morning 
recess running with 
us which was a 
delight to see. 

Hopefully, in the 
spring we can start 
up again! Well 
done, runners! 

 

Boys Team:  Adam V.E., Joel C., Glenn D., 
Dawson K., Adam K., Morgan V., Jordan V.E. 
The boys all had personal best times and as a 
team placed 4th out of 12 teams. (We placed 5th 
last year.) 

Girls Team:  Emma S., Jennifer S. 
Julia K., Joanna H., Hope G. 
The girls also finished strong and 
as a team placed 5th out of 12 girl 
teams. (We placed 8th  last year.) 

Peregrine Falcon Visits TBCS 

Behind the scenes, I have been working on two main areas.  Firstly, classroom schedules have mostly been 
submitted and are being perused to measure how closely we align to recommended time requirements per 
subject area.  Secondly, Mathematics has been chosen as the curriculum area to review this year.  We will 
be examining the current resources and ensuring that skills taught for each grade are being met. 
                                                                                                              Submitted by Sandra de Haan 

Team Leader of Learning 

On October 8, the students of 
Thunder Bay Christian School were 
able to enjoy a presentation made 
by Mark Nash of the Canadian 
Peregrine Foundation. The 
presentation described the 
foundation's efforts to protect the 
peregrine falcon from possible 
extinction. The first part of the 
presentation described the effects 
of the pesticide DDT on the 
peregrine falcon. The chemical 
moved through the different 
animals in the food chain and it 
resulted in the peregrine falcon not 
being able to mate successfully.  
This caused their number to drop 

so low that they were placed on the 
list of threatened animals. The next 
part of the presentation described all 
the work that went into replenishing 
the number of peregrine falcons 
after the use of the chemical DDT 
was banned. The third part of the 
presentation allowed the students to 
see and interact with a real 
peregrine falcon. The students were 
taught many different things about 
the bird, were able to see it open its 
wings, and they were able to hear 
the different sounds it made. It was 
great to see and learn about another 
one of God's awesome creations! 
           Submitted by Peter Himanen 
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