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GOALS OF THE CHRISTIAN KINDERGARTEN 
 

Kindergarten in a Christian school 
, Builds on a child’s knowledge of God 
, Guides children to reflect God’s love to others around 

them 
, Excites children about new knowledge of God’s world 

and helps them learn and experience new ideas and 
skills 

, Helps children to develop as responsible and 
responsive disciples of Jesus Christ 

, Makes children aware of their task in caring for God’s 
creation 

 

CURRICULUM 
 
Introduction 
Thematic units form the basis of a Kindergarten curriculum.  
The program is organized around activity centers, which are 
flexible and adaptable to the different themes. Themes are 
chosen from one of the four realms: humans, animals, plants 
and physical things.  Just as creation is a unity and 
interrelated, the theme will attempt to show the relatedness 
of all things in God’s world including learning.   
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, Try to maintain regular sleeping habits.  Ten to twelve 
hours of sleep are needed.  Lack of sleep interferes 
with their school progress the next day by making 
them easily irritated and upset. 

, Send children off on a positive note as this often 
makes a difference between a happy or unhappy 
school day. 

, Remind them how they will be getting home from 
school. 

, Encourage them to be considerate of others and to 
develop respect for adults and authority.  If they see 
you support the teacher and the school, they will too. 

, Be consistent.  Follow up what you asked children to 
do; if they have not done it, insist.  Do not threaten 
with anything you cannot carry out. Carry out your 
threat if the task is not done. 

, Limit television watching and screen activity. 
 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.” 

Proverbs 9:10 
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4. able to remember a song or nursery rhyme? 
5. able to dress him/herself? 
6. able to toilet independently? 
7. able to name colours? 
8. able to count? 
9. able to follow instructions? 

 
How will your child respond to - 

10.  sitting still and listening while the teacher reads a 
 story that takes more than 5 minutes? 
11.  learning routines at school? 
12.  separating reasonable from parents on school days? 

 
Has your child had an opportunity to - 

13.  make some of his/her own choices? 
14.  have experience with crayons, pencils, and scissors? 
15.  be regularly responsible for some tasks at home? 
 (Counting out the forks and spoons for setting the 
 table) 
16.  spend time away from home without mom or dad? 
17.  have group experiences?  What was the experience 
 like? 
18.  play with a variety of children? 
 

What Can Parents Do at Home to Help Children Learn? 
, Talk with children.  Ask them questions.  Children 

learn to think by trying to formulate answers. Listen to 
them and encourage them to listen when people 
speak. This is a vital skill for learning. 

, Read with your child.  Reading with your child is 
important because it contributes to vocabulary and 
oral language development. 

, Help them to be independent in dressing, toiletry, 
tying shoelaces, cleaning up after themselves and 
caring for their own possessions. 
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Many of the following skills are uniquely integrated within the 
units taught. 
 
Bible (includes singing, prayer, devotions, Bible stories 
and memory work) 
Many children are already familiar with a number of Bible 
stories.  In Kindergarten, they will continue to enjoy these but 
will be led to see them in a chronological order as related to 
before and after Jesus was born. 
 
Language Development 
God blessed His people with the gift of language to 
communicate with one another and with Him for His glory.   
A child begins to learn to read from the first a parent 
introduces books and stories to them as a young child.  
Reading books to children is crucial for developing their 
reading writing skills and creates a special bond between 
family members. 
 
Emergent Reading can be developed at home and at 
school as the child is encouraged to enjoy and appreciate a 
realm of books through experiencing what language and 
books are all about. 
, the appearance of the cover and title. 
, the feel of the paper, the turning of the pages. 
, the beauty and clarity of the illustrations. 
, the sound and rhythm of the words, the excitement and 

expectancy of what might happen next. 
, learning the names and sounds of the alphabet letters. 
, what is a word, sentence, etc. 
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Children are exposed to a variety of experiences and 
opportunities for language development. These take place 
throughout the day: 
 
, at library time. (Take your children to the public library on 

a regular basis.) 
, at sharing time. 
, in class discussions. 
, through memorizing and reciting. 
, when using and recognizing rhyming words and 

opposites. 
, when trying to make themselves understood. 
, through expressing conceptual understanding of the 

world around them. 
, through listening activities. 
, by classifying, sorting, matching shapes and symbols. 
, by recognizing and making patterns, etc. 
, by experimenting with writing words and sentences. 
, through environmental print such as words on the wall, 

labels on grocery items, and road signs. 
, through creating classroom big books and stories, 

matching print. 
 

Printing 
The proper form of letters is introduced in Kindergarten. 
When your child prints his/her name use a capital for the 
initial letter and lower case for the rest, eg. Elsie.  Encourage 
left to right. 
 
Picture Reading 
Picture literacy - being able to comprehend through visual 
clues - is an important part of learning to read.  The parent 
and the teacher can develop the many pre-reading skills of 
comprehension through picture reading long before the 
decoding of words takes place. 
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 PARENTS AS PARTNERS 

 
Is Your Child Ready for Kindergarten? 
 
Readiness for Kindergarten depends more on development 
than age, and there is a wide range of abilities among 
children who are five.  If your child does not have all the 
skills or abilities of others his age, it may indicate that his 
development age is younger and he may need more time 
before he can master those skills.  Children who turn five 
after September may fall in this category. 
 
How can you tell if your child is ready?  You know your child 
best. Take a look at the material below and see if it supports 
your opinion.  You can also obtain valuable information from 
preschool teachers (he/she attended) and your child’s 
teacher-to-be.  If you are at all concerned about your child’s 
readiness for Kindergarten, discuss some of the following 
readiness questions with the teacher.  Remember that 
Kindergarten will provide valuable structured learning 
experiences even for those less developmentally mature 
although a second year may be needed before development 
and skill mastery are achieved. 
 
General Readiness Checklist 
Has your child - 

1. had his vision checked? 
2. had her hearing checked? 
3. had his immunizations? 

 
Is your child -  

1. aware of dangers such as electricity, traffic and fires? 
2. able to express himself in complete sentences? 
3. able to cope with new situations? 
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participating.  Children need: 
, many songs to sing - using our bodies to sign and/or do 

actions relating to the songs. 
, instruments to play. 
, music to hear. 
, patterns to clap. 
, space in which to respond to music with their bodies. 

 
Arts and Crafts Activities 
God’s children have wonderful gifts of creativity that are 
explored in arts and craft activities: 
, imagine and visualize 
, develop sensory awareness 
, explore 
, create    
, interpret 
, express and represent through a variety of forms 
 
Various media (paint, crayons, pastels, play dough, 
plasticine, scissors, glue, etc.) help them to express them-
selves creatively. 
 
Physical Education 
God’s commands us to look after our bodies (I Cor.6:19 & 
20).  Physical education in Kindergarten includes large 
muscle and health fitness activities including games.  Young 
children naturally like to move.  They enjoy PE without 
realizing that their locomotor skills such as walking, leaping, 
sliding, galloping, hopping, skipping, rolling, dodging, falling 
are developing.  Through various body awareness activities 
and creative movement, they’ll get to know how their bodies 
move when bending, stretching, turning, twisting, pushing, 
pulling, lifting, swinging, circling.  They’ll learn to be creative 
as they walk like a bear, slither like a snake and hop like a 
rabbit. 
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Have your child look at a single picture or group of pictures 
and ask: 
, what is happening? 
, show me.... 
, tell me... 
, where is...    
, who is this... 
, how many...can you see? 
, what do you think happened before or after? 
, why do you think.... 
, pretend that..... 
, how do you think it happened? 

 
There is a higher order of thinking happening here as with 
questions that develop thoughtful and appreciative 
understanding such as: 
, what do you like about.... 
, what don’t you like about.... 
, do you think that should have... 
, how would you feel if... 
, have you ever.... 
, what would you do if.... 

 
This can be a lot of fun and you’ll be surprised how your little 
five-year's old mind works.  You’ll also be teaching one of 
the most important skills of learning to read. 
 
Mathematics 
a. Patterning is one of the most important skills for Math 

and critical thinking skills 
, line up car, truck, car, truck (AB pattern) 
, boy, boy, girl, boy, boy, girl (AAB pattern) etc. 
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b. Number concepts   
Experiences leading to the formation of number concepts 
take place not only at school, but also in the home: 
“I have 6 candies, 3 for you and 3 for me.” 
“Count out how many children are here today.” 
“Let’s make some cookies. We’ll need 3 eggs. You can 
measure out 1 cup of water.” 

 
Before the child can make sense of abstract symbols, 
they must experience math concretely. 

 
c. Counting (one to one correspondence) 

, one count to each object 
, count a lot with your children.  Some children are able 

to count well over 100 at this age. 
 
d. Matching and sorting is a basic thinking skill 

, is this picture the same as the other?  How are they 
the same?  How are they different? 

, sort all the soft things into the green box and the hard 
things in the brown box. 

 
e. Problem solving skills will develop as children sort for 

likenesses and differences and express the thinking that 
went into their choices. 

 
f. Graphing is a useful recording device frequently used in 

problem solving as a means of organizing information: 
, Everyone who rides the bus stand here.  Everyone 

who comes by car stand here.  See, more people ride 
the bus than a car. 

 
g. Shapes (circle, square, triangle, rectangle, oval etc.) 
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Social Studies 
Young children learn about the world by adding and relating 
to the experiences they already have.  They are still basically 
egocentric.  The program provides social studies units (e.g. 
God Made Me Special) that deal with children as they are 
created by God.  They are led to see themselves as 
someone special made by God.  God has placed them in the 
world with the task to look after the world and its people.  It is 
important to know that a Christian Kindergarten is radically 
different in its approach.  God made children special not to 
become proud and self-centered but to use this specialty to 
serve others. 
 
Science 
Concepts about natural and physical science in God’s 
creation are formed as young children see, hear, touch, feel, 
smell, taste, question, and do. 
, they see the snow melt as the temperature changes. 
, they hear the mother bird calling to her young. 
, they watch their seeds grow when watered, or die when 

they’re not. 
, they note the changes in the tadpoles in the aquarium. 
, they smell the yeast as they make buns and they watch 

its effect as they see the dough rise. 
, they feel the coldness of metal, the warmth of the 

pavement. 
, they taste the sour lemon, the sweet candy, the salty 

chips. 
, they pile the sand to make a dam. 
, they try to make a rock float, and they ask, WHY?  WHY 

NOT?! 
 
Music 
God created children with innate need for music and rhythm. 
Music brings joy to the children through listening and  
 
 


