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THUNDER BAY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER    

Being a Lighthouse for  Others 
 

 What is a Light House? For 
those of us who are a little older 
this may seem like a simple 
question, but for the younger 
generation who may have  never 
been to or seen a real lighthouse 
their understanding may not be so 
clear. To answer the question as 
succinctly as possible we can say 
that throughout recorded history, 
from the ancient Egyptians to the 
Mesopotamians and the Greeks, a 
lighthouse was a beacon of light 
to warn ships at sea of danger 
such as rocks, and to provide 
rescue for ships in distress. Many 
lighthouses have outlived their 
usefulness, since today ships rely 
more on satellites and radar to 
navigate along shorelines. The 
history of lighthouses is still very 
interesting, lighthouses are fun to 
visit, and they can teach us some 
spiritual lessons. 
 
 The first lesson that 
lighthouses can teach us is that 

they stand tall, sturdy, and are 
steadfast in their purpose of 
continually shining their light so 
that ships are safely able to 
continue their journey. It is 
especially during times of storm 
and turbulence that the lighthouse 
was depended upon to stand 
strong and have their light shine. 
It is great to know that we have a 
God that will be that lighthouse for 
us when we are struggling with 
different things in our own lives. 
We can always look to Him for the 
courage and strength to make it 
through the storms in our lives. 
We can also be a 'lighthouse' for 
others helping them and pointing 
them towards the God who is 
faithful in all circumstances. 

 Speaking of the light that a 
lighthouse sends out it might be 
time for a short science lesson 
here. In more modern lighthouses, 
Fresnel lenses are used to bend all 
the available light to the horizontal 
so that it can be sent out from the 
lighthouse and seen for more than 

twenty miles off shore. A Fresnel 
lens has concentric rings cut 
around a bull’s-eye and each ring 
is a prism that focuses the light 
into a narrow beam.  This beam of 
light is then sent out for ALL the 
ships in the area to see. It does 
not pick and choose which ships 
can or cannot see the light. In the 
same way we need to let our light 
shine to everyone we come in 
contact with. We can let our light 
shine in many simple ways. Our 
light can either shine, or not shine, 
in the words we use, in our 
actions and attitudes towards 
others, and in our daily deeds. 
Let's use Jesus as our example on 
how we are to live each day and 
how we are to treat others. The 
more that we act like Jesus to 
others the more people will see 
God for who He really is.  

 It is time for another short 
science lesson here. The idea that 
light supports life is not a new 
idea to most of us. Even as young 
students we probably were taught 
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in school that plants will grow 

towards the light. We see this in 
plants that begin to lean towards 
the window as they grow. Science 
calls this the Heliotropic Effect. 
This effect is described as the 
tendency of all living organisms to 
move towards that which gives life 
and away from that which 
depletes life. People, in the same 
way, are naturally drawn to things 
and people that will better their 
lives. What better thing could they 
be drawn to but a life with Christ? 
We can and need to be a 'light in 
this world' that draws people 
towards the Savior. 

 When we think about a 
lighthouse there is one important 
fact that we must remember. A 
lighthouse cannot steer the ship 

that sees its light. It cannot go out 
to the ship and turn the wheel so 
the ship avoids the rocks. It is up 
to the captain of the ship to heed 
the warning that the light provides 
and turn the ship away from the 
rocks. In the same way if we do 
not use the light and guidance 
that God is and provides for us on 
a daily basis we can, and will, 
crash into those rocks on a regular 
basis. We try, too often, to captain 
our own ship and not let God do 
the steering.  

 The theme for the current 
school year is My Lighthouse: Lost 
without Him, Alive with Him. 
Throughout the year we want to 
reinforce the concept that God is 
our lighthouse, and that He is 
there to be our strength and our 
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SHORELINE CLEANUP 

guide in every part of our lives. 
While God is our lighthouse we 
want our students to realize that 
they can be a light to all the 
people around  them. As the book 
of Matthew states, 
 
“You are the light of the world. A 
town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden.  Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 Matthew 5:14-16 
   
 Mr. Peter Himanen 
Team Leader of Principal Duties 
 

The students of Thunder Bay 
Christian School were recently 
given the opportunity to participate 
in the Great Canadian Shoreline 
Clean-Up here in Thunder Bay . 
This activity was part of a much 
larger program that was 
attempting to make people aware 
of the need to clean up the shores 
of the waterways in Thunder Bay 
and in the cities throughout 
Canada.  In Thunder Bay there 
were a number of different sites 
that were cleaned by different 

groups, and the school was given 
the shores of the McIntyre River 
near the Intercity Mall. The 
students were placed in their 
family groups and each group was 
assigned an area that needed to 
be cleaned. The older students led 
the younger students in each of 

The staff of Thunder Bay Christian 
School will be attending the 
annual Edifide Teacher's 
Convention in Hamilton on 
October 29 - October 30. The 
convention is attended by many of 
the OACS (Ontario Alliance of 
Christian Schools) schools and is 
an opportunity for the staff to 
participate in a variety of different 

workshops. The convention will 
give the teachers the opportunity 
to interact with many of their 
colleagues in the Christian schools 
in southern Ontario, and allow 
them to obtain new ideas and 
techniques that can be 
implemented in their classrooms 
here at the school. The staff is 
thankful to the board for the 

opportunity to attend the 
convention each year.  
 

the groups, and they did a great 
job cleaning their areas. Each 
group was also responsible to 
record the different types of 
garbage they found as well as how 
much was collected. All the groups 
combined collected approximately 
35 kgs of garbage. There were a 
large number of bags of garbage! 
The students did a great job, and 
it was a great opportunity to be 
good stewards and take care of 
this earth that God has created 
and blessed us with. 

 

EDIFIDE CONVENTION 



accomplish different tasks. In 
these activities we are also 
working on the leadership skills 

Several examples of this  
community building are the 
recent Fun Day that the 
students participated in and 
the Reading Buddies that are 
pictured here.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CROSS COUNTRY RUN 
A group of athletes from Thunder Bay Christian School 
recently participated in the annual Mid Canada 

STUDENT LIFE 

GRADE 3/4 ASSEMBLY 
The grade 3/4 class recently presented their class assembly to the rest of the student body. The students did 
a great job as they told the story of how we sometimes do things that try to make other people happy. We 
want people to love us for who we think they want us to be. We need to remember that we are fearfully and 
wonderfully made and that God loves us the way we are. Thank you to the grade 3/4 class for sharing your 
talents with us. 
 

Elementary School cross 
country run. The athletes ran 
a loop of approximately 3 km 
around the paths of Lakehead 
University. Our athletes had 
been training for past number 
of weeks running during their 
breaks around the school 
property. During the race our 
athletes did their best and 
represented themselves and 
the school very well amongst 
the many runners from around 
the city and the surrounding 

area. Thank you to all of the athletes for their efforts 
in training and during the race. 
 

Thunder Bay Christian School has 
been working  on developing a real 
sense of community  within the 
school. In many of our student life 
activities we are having the students  
working and cooperating together to 

of the older students as they 
lead the younger students 
through these activities. 
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