
Bylaw standing committee Minutes 

 

Location: Thunder Bay Christian School 

Date: 2019-09-19 

Time: 1:00 PM 

Present Al Bron, Chris Grootenboer, Justin Postuma 

 

Minutes 

Opening: Al opens in prayer.  

Old Business: None 

New Business:  

1. Review of our understanding of the committee mandate as given by the board: To review 

current bylaws and present to the board recommended revisions.  

 

2. Development of committee goals; to:  

a. Prepare recommendations in a transparent fashion, giving the board all 

necessary information to make decisions.  

b. Use clear, concise, and consistent language across documents.  

c. Utilize the tools provided by Edvance whenever possible.  

d. Remain true to the vision of the TBCS society.  

e. Understand, to the extent possible, current and upcoming legislation and the 

effects on the society’s bylaws.  

 

3. Formulation of Plan for bylaws 

a. Focus of the committee will start with new Bylaw #1.  

(i) This bylaw will encompass all the society’s foundational statements, 

belief statements, and worldview.   

(ii) Remainder of bylaws is more straightforward and is simply complying 

with legislation as presented by Edvance.  

b. Will track changes to Edvance version to allow future committees to quickly 

incorporate future Edvance versions should the need arise.  
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4. Action Items related to new bylaws  

a. Justin to begin draft merge of present bylaws 1-3 into new bylaw #1, articles I-

III using committee suggestions.  

(i) Will track changes to Edvance version to allow future committees to 

quickly incorporate future Edvance versions should the need arise.  

(ii) To be completed with time to study prior to next meeting.  

b. Forwarding of emails from Ray Hendriks to all committee members.  

 

5. Interpretation of current bylaws for the board  

a. Board request to give committee interpretation of bylaw 7.1 as it relates to a 

building purchase for approximately $80,000.  

(i) 7.1 is worded differently than is normally present in bylaws. However, it 

is our understanding that the intent is to say that “prior to any sale, 

mortgage, leasing or purchase of lands or buildings” (e) authorization 

must be received by an (ordinary) resolution at a meeting of members 

duly called…. 

(ii) Resolutions are not defined in the current bylaws. Generally, an 

ordinary resolution is a simply majority vote whereas a special 

resolution requires 75% threshold of those present. Lack of the word 

special generally denotes an ordinary resolution.  

(iii) Simple language: the board must put the purchase to a vote at a 

membership meeting regardless of purchase price.  

 

6. Meeting adjourned at 1:50 pm.  Next meeting to be held October 17th at 1:00 pm.  

Notes to the Board 

• There are multiple versions of Bylaws which are not known to be ratified by the board 

or the membership. We need the board to determine which is the ‘true’ bylaws.   

 

• The vision, mission, statement of beliefs (document 101) does not match the bylaws. 

This committee will attempt to marry the differences to present to the board.  

 

• The committee’s goal is to be completed prior to spring membership meeting.  

 

• The Ontario Not for Profit Corporations Act, 2010 (ONCA) was scheduled to come into 

force in early 2020 prior to the change in government. Should this remain the case it 

in possible that further changes to the bylaws may be necessary during the legislated 

transition period (three years after coming into force).  

 

• The new ONCA will clarify a common question: that not-for-profit corporations can 

earn a “profit” through commercial activities (e.g., selling T-shirts) as long as it is 

reinvested to support the corporation’s not-for-profit purposes  


